Q.  Do you know if that was discussed out of
Hastings?  Do you know what the position of
the Hastings field office is?

A.  I have no idea, sir.

Mr. Sparvieri stated that 2 percent methane is the limit
permitted inby the air mixing point, and that the explosive
quantity of methane ranges from 5 to 15 percent (Tr. 36).
With regard to the existence of any ignition sources in the
cited area, he stated that a possible roof fall could set off
an explosive mixture of gas, but he could not state whether
any electrical equipment was present in the air return (Tr.
37) .

In response to further questions, Mr. Sparvieri confirmed
that he contacted his supervisor James Biesinger prior to issu-
ing the citation because he was unfamiliar with the mine ven-
tilation, could not determine what areas of the mine could
possibly be effected by the methane, and had no idea as to
what areas of the mine he should close (Tr. 37-38).  Although
the mine had been closed by the prior orders, general mine
maintenance was taking place, and this included water pumping,
timbering, and rock dusting.  No coal production was taking
place, and the work being performed was permitted by certain
modifications which were made to the orders (Tr. 39-40).

Mr. Sparvieri stated that the roof conditions in the
cited area were "fairly good," but that the inby gob areas
continuously had roof falls. Water pumps were in operation,
but he did not know how close they were to the cited area,
and he did not know how much methane would be forced into the
main return (Tr. 40).  He confirmed that the prior methane
explosion occurred when a spark from a water pump ignited an
accumulation of methane from a gob which was not adequately
ventilated (Tr. 41).

Mr. Sparvieri stated that bleeder evaluation points are
the designated locations for an operator to make methane
checks for the purpose of compliance with section 75.329.  He
explained that an operator is required to travel and examine
all mine areas oh a weekly basis.  However, in areas which
are inaccessible, hazardous, or have had pillar falls, an
operator may apply to the MSHA district manager for designated
bleeder or intake evaluation points in lieu of walking the
areas.  In the instant case, the bleeder evaluation point in
question was approved by the district manager, and the oper-
ator was relieved from walking and examining the entire perime-
ter of the gob area.  However, during the weekly examination,
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